JUL. 1.2004 3:26PM 



NO. 292 P. 3 



In re Patent Application of 

Michael Houck 

Serial No. 10/614,405 

Filed July 7, 2003 

~ / 

In the Claims : 

Please substitute the currently amended Claims as set forth below in a complete 
listing of the pending claims. Struckthrough language indicates a deletion, and underlined 
language indicates an addition. The amendments include no new matter and are fully 
supported in the application as filed. 

1 .(currently amended) A swim fin comprising: 

a foot portion having a shoe and a plurality of openings in a toe end of said 
foot portion; and 

a web portion extending from said foot portion and having a first end, a 
second end, a plurality of support members having web material associated 
therewith, and a plurality of bosses connected with said plurality of openings : and 
wherein said plurality of opening s comprises an array of spaced apart slots, and wherein 
at least one slot of said array is positioned generally perpendicular to an imaginary plane* 
lying along a lower surface of said foot portion . 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (original) The swim fin of claim 1 , wherein said plurality of openings comprises an array 
of spaced apart slots, and wherein at least first and last slots of said array are oriented at 
an angle to said imaginary plane, 

4. (currently amended) The swim fin of claim 3, wherein said plurality of bosses 
detachably connects with said plurality of state openings . 

2 



PAGE 3112* RCVO AT 71112004 3:15:40 PM (Eastern Daylight Time]* SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * ONIS:8729306' CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):03-00 



JUL 1.2004 3:26PM 



NO. 292 P. 4 



In re Patent Application of 
Michael Houck 
Serial No. 10/614,405 
Filed Jfcly 7, 2003 
/ 

5. (original) The swim fin of claim 1 , wherein said plurality of openings comprises an array 
of spaced apart slots oriented at an angle to said imaginary plane. 

6. (original) The swim fin of claim 1, wherein said plurality of openings comprises 
elongated openings, and said plurality of bosses slidably connects with said plurality of 
elongated openings. 

7. (original) The swim fin of claim 1 , wherein said plurality of support members comprises 
at least one support member having at least one hinge. 

8. (original) The swim fin of claim 1, wherein said web material extends between 
individual support members of said plurality of support members. 

9. (original) The swim fin of claim 1 , wherein a first and a last support member of said 
plurality of support members are positioned to define lateral peripheries of said web 
portion., 

1 0. (original) The swim fin of claim 1 , wherein said plurality of support members comprises 
at least one elongated support member. 

1 1 .(original) The swim fin of claim 1 , wherein said plurality of support members extends 
from said first end to said second end of said web portion. 
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1 2. (original) Theswim fin of claim 1 , wherein said plurality of support members comprises 
at least one elongated support member extending along a lengthwise dimension of said 
web portion, said support member being relatively flexible. 

1 3. (currently amended) A swim fin comprising: 

a foot portion having a shoe for securing the foot of a wearer and having a 
toe extending forwardly on said foot portion, said toe having a toe end defining an 
arch from a first to a second lateral periphery of said foot portion and having a 
plurality of op e nin g s spaced apart slots arrayed along an arched surface of said toe 
end; and 

a web portion connected to said foot portion and having a first end, a second 
end, a plurality of support members having web material associated therewith, and 
a plurality of bosses positioned adjacent said first end and connected with said 
plurality of op e nin g s slots . 

14-16.(cancelled) 

1 7. (currently amended) The swim fin of claim 42 13, wherein said plurality of open i ngs 
com p ris e s -a n array of spaced apart slots p o siti o ned i n gene r ally pe r pe nd i cular o rie n tation 
to an i m a gi n ary plane lying al o n g a l ower su r fac e o f s ai d foot porti o n, a n d wh e rein includes 
at least first and last slots of said array we oriented at an angle t o sai d imag i na r y pla ne 
relative to the remaining slots of said plurality . 

18. (currently amended) The swim fin of claim 46 17, wherein said plurality of bosses 
detachably connects said plurality of slots. 
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19. (currently amended) Theswimfin of claims 13., whereinsaid plurality of openings 
comprises an array of spaced apart slots positioned in generally non-perpendicular 
orientation to an imaginary plane lying along a lower surface of said foot portion. 

20. (currently amended) The swim fin of claim 42 JJ5, wherein said plurality of op e nings 
compris e s e lo n gat e d - openin g s, and said plura l ity of bosses slidably connects with said 
plurality of e longat e d op en ings slots . 

21 .(currently amended) The swim fin of claim 42 13. wherein said plurality of support 
members comprises at least one support member having at least one hinge. 

22. (currently amended) The swim fin of claim 42 13, wherein said web material extends 
between individual support members of said plurality of support members. 

23. (currently amended) The swim fin of claim 42 13_ r wherein a first and a last support 
member of said plurality of support members are positioned to define lateral peripheries 
of said web portion. 

24. (currently amended) The swim fin of claim 42 13, wherein said plurality of support 
members comprises at least one elongated support member. 

25. (currently amended) The swim fin of claim 42 13, wherein said plurality of support 
members extends from said first end to said second end of said web portion. 
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26. (currently amended) The swim fin of claim 42 13, wherein said plurality of support 
members comprises at least one elongated support member extending along a lengthwise 
dimension of said web portion, said support member being relatively flexible. 

27. (original) A swim fin comprising: 

a foot portion configured to receive the foot of a wearer and having a toe end 
including a plurality of slot openings; and 

a web portion having a plurality of elongated and relatively flexible support 
members, a plurality of bosses wherein each individual boss positioned at a first end 
of an individual support member, and web material associated with said plurality of 
support members, said web portion connected to said foot portion by the plurality 
of bosses being connected with said plurality of slot openings so that said web 
portion extends away from said toe end. 

28. (currently amended) The swim fin of claim 25 27, wherein said plurality of slot 
openings comprises openings positioned generally perpendicular to an imaginary plane 
lying along a lower surface of said foot portion. 

29. (currently amended) The swim fin of claim 25 27, wherein said plurality of slot 
openings comprises spaced apart slots wherein at least first and last slots of said plurality 
of slot openings are at a non-perpendicular angle to an imaginary plane lying along a lower 
surface of said foot portion. 

30. The swim fin of claim 27, wherein said plurality of bosses detachably connects said 
plurality of slots. 
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31. (currently amended) The swim fin of claim 25 27, wherein said plurality of slot 
openings comprises spaced apart slots oriented at a non-perpendicular angle to an 
imaginary plane lying along a lower surface of said foot portion. 

32. (currently amended) The swim fin of claim 25 27, wherein said plurality of openings 
comprises elongated openings, and said plurality of bosses is connected thereto so that 
at least one individual boss is slidably connected with an elongated opening. 

33. (currently amended) The swim fin of claim 25 27, wherein said plurality of support 
members comprises at least one support member having at least one hinge. 

34. (currently amended) The swim fin of claim 2527, wherein said web material extends 
between individual support members of said plurality of support members. 

35. (current[y amended) The swim fin of claim 25 27, wherein a first and a last support 
member of said plurality of support members are positioned to define lateral peripheries 
of said web portion. 

36. (currently amended) The swim fin of claim 25 27, wherein said plurality of support 
members comprises at least one elongated support member. 

37. (currently amended) The swim fin of claim 25 27, wherein at least one individual 
support member of said plurality of support members extends from said first end to said 
second end of said web portion. 
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38.(currently amended) The swim fin of claim 25 27. wherein said plurality of support 
members comprises at least one elongated support member extending along a lengthwise 
dimension of said web portion, said support member being relatively flexible. 

39-40.(cancelled) 
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